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Fiscal Implications: None for the Department of Health (DOH).

Department Testimony: The DOH supports Bill 0070 (2017) as a public health measure to
protect youth under the age of 18 years from involuntary exposure to tobacco smoke in motor
vehicles. The DOH supports the inclusion of electronic smoking devices (ESDs) in this measure,
and concurs with aligning the county definitions of “electronic smoking device,” “tobacco

product,” and “smoke” or “smoking” with the definitions in §328J-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes.

The dangers of secondhand smoke are well-documented, and have led to the successful
enactment of smoke-free workplace and public place laws both in Hawaii and across the nation.
More than half of all states in the United States (U.S.) have smoke-free workplace laws, and in
recent years, Hawaii’s smoke-free policies have expanded to include beaches, parks, and bus
stops. Leading health authorities throughout the world concur that there is no risk-free level of
exposure to secondhand smoke, and that the only effective way to protect people from harm is to
totally eliminate smoking in enclosed spaces.' A recent study published by the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicates that approximately 15% of American teens who
have never used tobacco reported being exposed to harmful secondhand smoke in a car in the
past week.? Hawaii youth in 2015 reported higher rates of exposure; 16% for middle school

students. and 18% for high school students.?

MISC. com, 4181

wel
8



W o ~ G W B W N

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Bill 0070 (2017)
Page 2 of 3

Extensive scientific literature shows that passive smoke exposure in a confined space —
such as inside a car — is particularly harmful. The concentration of toxins in a smoke-filled car
can be several times greater than that of a smoky bar, and children are more vulnerable.*® Toxin
levels in a vehicle with secondhand smoke can exceed some of the worst air quality days in a
large city.® Tobacco smoke is a scientifically verified toxic air contaminant which increases
morbidity and mortality in children leading to respiratory infections, sudden infant death
syndrome, ear infections, and more severe asthma.™® Educational campaigns about smoking in
cars can help shape community norms and impact individual behavior; however, in the absence
of a legisfative mandate, those who are most vulnerable — particularly children — remain

powerless to avoid exposure or protect themselves from harm.’

In 2016, the Surgeon General declared that aerosol from ESDs can contain both harmful
and potentially harmful chemicals aside from nicotine.'® Other studies found hazardous
constituents in ESDs including traces of metal, volatile organic compounds, and nitrosamines.'!
Nicotine present in the ESD aerosol can also be absorbed by users and bystanders. '?
Additionally, the rapidly evolving and currently under regulated nature of the ESD market makes
it impossible for consumers to verify the chemical composition and safety of the products they

cansume.

In addition to the Hawaii County smoke-free cars code (Section 14-21(12), Ordinance

No. 10-33. August 2010), Kauai County further adopted a measure to prohibit smoking in a

vehicle when a child under 13 years old is present (Section. 22-8.2. Ord. No. 1005, July 20,

2016). There are also eight states and two U.S. Territories that have similar laws. These
jurisdictions have proactively addressed secondhand smoke exposure in vehicles. The DOH

supports this measure to expand smoke-free protections for the youth in Honolulu County.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important measure.
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